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in feeding and clothing. And as they be all in one body, so
none to be without that feeding and clothing, which for that
part of the body is meet and necessary.3 If the necessity arises^
then the rich man should sell all that he has to provide for
the wants of his fellow members. The growing prosperity of
London merchants, which enabled them to acquire estates and
become landed proprietors, filled Lever with nothing but horror,
for where some might see economic progress he saw nothing but
the old sin of avarice. This sin was like some deadly growth
which poisoned other healthy parts of the social organism.
cBut undoubtedly whereas covetous men be, there neither lands
nor goods, no not God's holy Gospel can do so much good as
covetousness doeth harm.'1 It seems a strangely far cry from
these sentiments to those of Joseph Lee, a minister of the Gospel
in the next century, who argued that self-love was not contrary
to religion and that individual profit-making was for the com-
mon good.

The particular problem of economic and social relationships
which most exercised the minds of Churchmen in the sixteenth
century was that of enclosure. It was not a new problem. Its
roots lay in the Middle Ages, throughout the fifteenth century
it had become more pressing, and with the appointment of
Wolsey's Royal Commission in 1517 it had thrust itself into the
forefront of the government's attention. In part, its accentua-
tion in the sixteenth century was due to the general trend of
economic development, the forsaking of old forms of production
and the freer and fuller exploitation of economic resources.
But the event which gave the enclosure problem edges so
sharp that it provoked a flood of pamphlet literature and
sermons, together with considerable governmental activity, was
the Dissolution of the Monasteries and the consequent sale of
the monastic lands. It was not that the monks had always been
quixotically generous landlords or that the new proprietors were
always abnormally harsh. Although those who suffered from
the change naturally tended to blame individuals, the truth was

1 Lever's sermons and those of most of the sixteenth-century divines are published
in English Reprints, ed. by E, Arber.